Using a computer database to record and evaluate a school screening service.
School screening has been taking place in New South Wales since 1907. The need for better monitoring of the school health service to determine the outcome of the screening process has been advocated frequently. This paper reports on the development of a computerized surveillance system which allows school screening to be evaluated on an ongoing basis. The results of the first year's use of the programme on a study population of children first screened in 1989 in a northern metropolitan area of Sydney demonstrate that the system is practical and effective when used by people with little or no prior computer knowledge. It plays a role in both improving follow-up of the screening process and the assessment of the service. The prevalence rate of new defects found was four per 100 children screened. Issues raised about the screening process from the data collected are also discussed.